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Section 2.5.20 Veterans Parkway Overlay District Qfinance

A. Purpose and Intent.

The purposes of this section are to:

1. Promote and enhance the aesthetic qualitiegwldpment within the arterial road corridor of

Veterans Parkway through the implementation of lasel regulations, and within which amenity
features are encouraged.

Provide management of the location and intertgievelopment within the arterial road corridor
and to concentrate development in focus areas.

Provide safe access by vehicles and pedestwadsstinations in the corridor in a manner that
does not conflict with access to individual devehgmts or the roadway’s primary purpose.
Promote the minimization of visual clutter alahg City’'s major roadways.

Provide a quality and sustainable living envinemt for the citizens of Columbus.

Provide effective transitions between differases, by planting trees, shrubs, groundcover and
other landscaping material in open space areasghwhihhance development of the urban
environment by promoting shade, cooling the aipdlgh evaporation, restoring oxygen to the
atmosphere, reducing glare and noise levels, ammigiing an ecological habitat for animal and
plant species.

Provide greater control over the aesthetic amttfonal characteristics of development along
major thoroughfares and roadways that serve asrraajoances to the community, where higher
development standards can effectively enhance itlyts @nage as a desirable place to live, work
and shop.

B. Definitions.

Amenity Pedestrian shelters, gazebos, decorative papathways and sidewalks, trees,
landscaping, retention ponds when designed acapitdirthe specifications of this Ordinance,
signage when scaled to the pedestrian and coretradt materials and sizes specified in this
Ordinance and other aesthetic features and chéasdict® approved by the City.

Corridor: All lands that are undeveloped and/or any dewedldands that are redeveloped on the
date of adoption of this ordinance which are logatgthin 750 feet of the right-of-way of
Veterans Parkway (from Williams Road/Moon Road, tNdo the County Line) with a 750-foot
depth at each intersection, or as shown on theialffioning, land use, or corridor maps.

Focus areasAn area of land within the Corridor, at the irsieetion of the Corridor and any other
intersecting public road. Unless more specificaltpwn on the corridor overlay map, a focus
area shall be generally limited to a square paftkind extending 750 feet from the intersection
to which it pertains, in both directions along tbad rights-of-way. The focus area includes
approximately seventeen (17) acres at each quaanadntan be larger or smaller by mutual
agreement of the City and other interested parties.

C. Applicability.

1.

This Ordinance shall apply to all propertiemtyiwithin the Veterans Parkway Corridor, as
shown on the official zoning map and the overlatritit map, which is hereby adopted and made
a part of this Ordinance. Single-family residentiaimes are excluded from this ordinance. No
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clearing or other disturbance of land shall ocamgd no building, structure or use shall be
established, except in compliance with the prowsiof this Ordinance and the Unified
Development Ordinance.

2. These standards shall apply to all redevelopmetitities. Redevelopment is defined as one or
more of the following:

(A) Demolition of an existing building and rebuihdj on the site.

(B) Expansion of the gross square footage of buydi or a site’s physical development by
50% or greater, from the date of the Ordinancegtior

3. This Section 2.5.20 shall not apply to any lémat on the date of the adoption of this Section
was, and thereafter remains, in a Heavy Manufawlirndustrial Zoning (HMI) District, except,
however, for that part, if any, of any HMI land &ed within 125 feet of the right-of-way of
Veterans Parkway (the “125' Buffer”), which 125" fer, anything herein to the contrary
notwithstanding, shall be subject to the followneguirements:

(A) There shall be no development within the 1RGffer, other than the following development
stipulated under 3. (A)(1), (2), (3), and/or (4)dwf, which development permitted
hereunder, in any event, shall be subject to theirements of all applicable provisions of
the UDO:

(1) Private roadways and driveways;

(2) Monument style signs;

(3) Underground Utilities, and

(4) Berms with planted trees similar to existinges or undisturbed natural
vegetation, but with the height limitation of Secti4.5.8 hereof being
inapplicable with respect thereto.

(B) Except, only, as is required for the developtmermitted in Section 3. (A)(1), (2), (3),
and/or (4) hereof, the 125’ Buffer shall consisth# current undisturbed natural vegetation
located thereon.

(C) Any berm beyond 125’ shall be planted with sraed other vegetation similar to existing
vegetation located thereon.

D. Encouraged Uses.

Mixed uses such as commercial, civic spaces, litistital uses and residences (including residential
use in the same building with commercial), andceffor other uses, are especially encouraged within
Focus Areas.

E. Design Requirements/Access.
1. Transportation/Infrastructure.

(A)  Vehicular Access to SitaVithin the Corridor, the subdivision of lots atpan arterial
road shall not be allowed if designed so that dachas its own individual access to the
major road unless approved by the Director of Eegiimg. Each pod of development, or
if subdivided, each lot (including out parcels)aktve connected with on-site access to a
frontage road or interconnecting driveway, rathamntdirectly to the arterial road.
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(B)

(©)

(D)

(E)

(F)

Private Roadway/DrivewaysAll private access to Veterans Parkway shall ight+
in/right-out and at intervals no closer than 30€t f&s measured from the center-of-access
to center-of-access roadway/driveways. Two-way seamay be allowed at existing
median breaks or at new median breaks at intepfals320 feet only with the approval
of the Georgia Department of Transportation and Divector of Engineering for the
Columbus Consolidated Government.

Interparcel AccessAll land parcels, excluding single-family residiah fronting the
Corridor right-of-way shall have interparcel contivty via either a frontage road or a
travel way that is delineated from parking areashsuhat short trips between
developments can be made without use of the mapmt within the corridor. Within a
focus area, development shall interconnect withrtdza or travel way network of any
adjacent development or site within the focus ameless the Director of Engineering
determines such connection would constitute an @mdudship.

Medians Private roads and entrances to developments ctingewith the arterial road
in the Corridor or serving development in a Focugashall include center medians.
Such roadway designs will be based upon projectHtict volume and the number of
parking spaces. Medians are desired because thempum traffic safety and can be
planted to enhance the overall appearance of tbasFArea, as well as provide refuge
for pedestrians.

Sidewalks Sidewalks shall be required as established uGtiepter 7, Article 10 of the
Unified Development Ordinance and shall be adjaterdll non-limited access public
rights-of-way.

Pedestrian AccessPedestrian access should be provided to indiVideselopments
from any sidewalk, unless topography prohibits ¢wmesion of facilities meeting
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) requirement$Yhere medians are required,
pedestrian access shall be provided across theamedi approved by the Director of
Engineering.

2. Retail Developments For retail developments totaling 200,000 squart or more of gross
leasable area; or uses that result in a building08f,000 square feet or more of gross leasable
area whether by new construction or by expansioexafting uses, such developments shall also
comply with the Retail Developments of Communitygr8ficance section of this Unified
Development Ordinance.

3. Utility Location All new utility lines serving a development cansted after the effective date
of this ordinance shall be located underground.

4. Landscaping Requirements.

(A)

General All developments shall be landscaped, screened,baiffered in accordance
with Articles 5 and 6 of Chapter 4 of the Unifie@\&lopment Ordinance except twenty
(20) Tree Density Unit (TDU) per acre for all nasidential development shall be
required. If the TDU requirement cannot be met, agiministrative variance or tree
replacement fund may be granted by the City Arbb@isording to Chapter 4, Articles 5
and 6 of the Unified Development Ordinance.
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(B)

®)

(D)

A minimum fifteen-foot wide landscaped stripjaaent to all road rights-of-way in non-
residential developments shall be provided. Parkimgrchandise displays, and off-street
loading are prohibited in the landscaped strip.

A minimum ten-foot wide landscaped strip shakk provided between primary
developments and adjacent out parcels in accordaitbeSection 4.5.8 of the Unified
Development Ordinance.

A minimum of one (1) large-maturing tree pertyo(40) linear feet of frontage shall be
planted in the fifteen-foot wide landscaped strgprequired above. Clustering of trees
may be permitted if approved by the City Arborist.

5. Parking/Yard, Height and Setback.

(A)

(B)

(©)

Location of Parking AreasBuildings should be located at the corner ofssitldsest to
the road intersection, so that the parking areaseneened by the building from view of
any public road, and so that the travel path frarlip sidewalks is shortened. Parking
must be located in a way that is not visually damin Parking between buildings and an
arterial road is discouraged, but if necessaryuirements of section 2.5.19.E.5. (D)
(Screening of Parking Arepsust be met. If parking is located in the sideearryards,
any screening may be clustered and need not c0@86 bf frontage.

Up to 25% of the required parking spaces for davelopment may be reduced in total
area, width, or depth for designated small vehpaeking. Each small vehicle parking
space shall not be less than eight feet in widthsmventeen (17) feet in depth.

All nonresidential developments shall meetdhkeast one of the following requirements:

(1)

Maximum % of Parking Spaces
Gross Square Feet Allowed in Front of Buildings
< 7,500 20%
7,501 to 25,000 30%
25,001 to 50,000 40%
50,000 > 50%

(2) When parking areas are provided in a front y@ndbetween a public road
right-of-way and a principal building), a minimun8-inch evergreen hedge
shall be installed to obscure visibility of the kiag lot from the Corridor.
This evergreen hedge must reach a minimum heigBtcofeet within 2 years
of planting. Screening may be located in the phaptyard if it does not
impede other uses or purposes of the yard.

(3) When parking areas are provided in a front yardb@tween a public road
right-of-way and a principle building), a combiraati of landscaped earthen
berm and evergreen hedge with a minimum heighBahghes shall be used.
The total height of landscaped earthen berm andjehedmbination shall
reach a minimum height of 2.5 feet at planting.e8ning shall be located in
the planting yard if it does not impede other usegurposes of the yard.
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6. Signage.

(A) Directional Signs Billboards and bench signs shall not be permittecthe
corridor. To help advertise and direct the motormgplic to businesses and
activities in Focus Areas that do not directly asceéhe arterial road, or are
screened from view, development applicants mayigeoand seek approval by
the City for off-premise joint-use “logo” directiahsigns. These may be located
at the entrance to the focus area, and shall baare than sixty-four (64) square
feet in size and a height of eight (8) feet. Subjec the City’s approval,
directional logo signs may be placed at cornersimdérsections or along
appropriate portions of the corridor, immediatebiside public rights-of-way, to
guide customers and patrons from the arterial raad along public frontage
roads to their destinations.

(B) Monument SignsFreestanding signs shall be monument style. Basesign structure
shall be constructed of materials such as briadgeststucco, wood or metal consistent
with the architecture and exterior treatment of iéding. Signs for single businesses
shall not exceed thirty-six (36) square feet ineséind a height of six (6) feet. Joint
identification signs for multiple businesses at dmgation may have a monument sign
not to exceed sixty-four (64) square feet in sizé a height of eight (8) feet. Marketing,
spectacular, inflatable/flying, bench, roof, andbile/portable signs and street banners,
as defined in Sections 4.4.5 of the Unified Develept Ordinance are not allowed.
Canopy and awning sign(s) shall be limited to &ftesquare feet per road frontage, and if
lighted, the lettering shall be individually formedd lighted.

F. Building Placement, Height And Intensity.

1. Placement GenerallyBuildings should be arranged so that they hegpmé& and define the
fronting arterial road or driveways (i.e., the dgkroad in the corridor, an intersecting arterial
road, or internal streets or driveways of the demelent), thus giving deliberate form to streets
and sidewalk areas.

2. Building Height Commercial buildings located within or adjacemtrésidential zoning district
shall not exceed the height to those structuresvall by the zoning in the residential area if the
commercial structure is located within 100 ft of {property line of the residential zoned area.

3. Building Mass, Intensity and Densitylass of buildings and building intensity (floaiea ratios)
should be highest when located closest to the iarteoad intersection, transitioning to
progressively lower intensities moving outwarddhe outer edge of the focus area. Buildings at
the outer edge of the focus area should be comigairainass and intensity with the surrounding
neighborhood or existing land uses adjacent andrizéthe focus area.

G. Provisions For Specific Uses.

1. Communication Tower€ommunication towers shall only be allowed uniter provisions for a
Concealed Support Structure as defined under tlifiedevelopment Ordinance.

2. Fences and Wallswhere provided and where visible from the rightvay of a public road,
fences and walls shall be composed of iron, storgsonry, or concrete. Landscaping should be
used to minimize or soften the appearance fronpthic right-of-way. Chain link fencing shall
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not be permitted except in side or rear yards sidemtial developments and shall be screened
with vegetation to a height of six (6) feet.

3. Drive-Through Facilities Drive-through facilities shall be located to thear or side of the
building and shall not abut an amenity zone or theeCorridor arterial roadway.

H. Gas Station Pump Islands

Gas station pump islands must be mostly obscumea friew from the Highway, either through
location or by plantings or other methods. Pumpnids shall only house gas pumps, windshield-
cleaning materials, and trash receptacles. Candpiegas pumps shall have architectural style and
detail such as gabled or hip roofs with a threéntelve roof pitch or higher. All support columns
shall be brick, brick veneer, or stone construct®mldings located at establishments selling gasol
shall comply with section 2.5.20.KA(chitecturg. Canopies shall only display logo identification
signs. No other advertising is allowed.

I. Outside Display and Storage and Service Areas.

1. Exterior storage structures or uses, includiregparking or storage of service vehicles, trajler
equipment, containers, crates, pallets, merchandlisterials, fork lifts, trash, recyclables, and al
other items shall be permitted only where cleadpidted and labeled on the approved site plan.
Such outdoor storage uses and areas shall be aiapebpscreened as required by this ordinance.
The following standards are intended to reduceitfgacts of outdoor storage, loading and
operations areas on adjacent land uses, and tecpthbe outdoor area of the subject property.

(A)

(B)

(©)

(D)

(E)

(F)

Areas for truck parking and loading shall beesmed by a combination of structures and
evergreen landscaping to minimize visibility fromljacent streets and residential district
lines.

Outdoor storage, loading, and operations shallattractively screened from adjacent
parcels and streets.

Outdoor storage, trash collection and/or compagcloading or other such uses shall be
located in the rear of the lot. If, because ofdonfiguration, the Director of Inspections
and Code determines that such placement is nabfeathen the side yard may be used,
but in no case shall such area(s) be open or Fecedrridor within a minimum of 100 ft
from the right-of-way along Veterans Parkway.

Seasonal merchandise such as Christmas tredilswiden pumpkins, bedding plants, etc.
may be displayed in any outdoor area up to fouesiper calendar year for a cumulative
total not to exceed eight weeks per year.

Areas for the storage and sale of all othercimemdise shall not be located in parking
lots, and shall be permanently defined and confieedreas shown on the initial plans
submitted for approval to the City.

No products containing toxic chemicals, suchfexilizers, insecticides, herbicides,
cement, etc., shall be stored in any uncovereddrutscation where they might enter the
stormwater drainage system in the event of anyagg) breakage, or tearing of the
container.
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J. Stormwater Detention Facilities.

Open storm drainage and detention areas visibla the corridor shall not be fenced, but shall be
landscaped and incorporated into the design oflévelopment as an attractive amenity. Wet-bottom
basins are encouraged.

K. Architecture.

The following requirements shall not apply iogée-family residential developments.

1. Architectural design shall comply with theldaVing performance guidelines:

(A)

(B)
(©)

(D)

Building facades visible from roadways or pabtiarking areas shall be of architectural
treatments of glass and/or brick, stone or stu€dbup or pre-cast concrete or alternate
material may be used subject to review and appmfvdle Planning Director.

Metal-sided or portable buildings shall be pbited.

Roofing materials for pitched or mansard rosiigll be of colors compatible with the
building and subject to approval and limited to tbiéowing materials:

1) Metal standing seam.

2) Tile, slate or stone.

3) Wood shake.

4) Shingles with a slate, tile or metal appearance.
5) Architectural shingles (asphalt composition gles)
6) Other materials subject to approval.

All rooftop mechanical equipment shall be stred by parapets, upper stories, or other
areas of exterior walls or roofs so as to not tsthie from public streets adjacent to or

within 1,000 feet of the subject property, or atseequal to the height of the equipment
to be screened, whichever is less. Fences or simitdtop screening devices may not be

used to meet this requirement.

2. Any accessories provided, such as railings, tesctrash receptacles and/or bicycle racks, shall
complement the building design and style.

3. Architectural design of all buildings shall campvith the following additional performance
guidelines:

(A)

(B)

(©)

(D)

To lend the appearance of multi-tenant occupafacades of multi-tenant buildings shall
be varied in depth or parapet height.

Distinct architectural entry identification foindividual tenants' entrances shall be
provided for suites exceeding 10,000 square fektasiable area.

All out parcel buildings within a proposed deymment shall be of architectural character
comparable to the primary structure as determinettid Planning Department.

Walls visible from roadways or public parkingeas shall incorporate changes in building
material/color or varying edifice detail such aglises, false windows or recessed panels
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reminiscent of window, door or colonnade openingsdscaping or storefront every 150
linear feet.

(E) Roof parapets shall be articulated to provideual diversity. Parapets shall include
articulations or architectural features at leagtrg\i 50 linear feet. The minimum height
of articulations or features shall be three feat enay be provided in height offset or
facade projections such as porticoes or towers.

(F) Articulation of building design shall continoe all facades visible to the general public.

(G) Building elevation plans shall be subject teie& and approval of the Planning Director,
or his/her designee, prior to the issuance of &Bw Permit, to verify compliance with
this ordinance. Designs, which are inconsistef Wiese performance guidelines, may
be denied.

L. Land Use And Plan Review.

The Planning Director shall evaluate all proposegletbpment activities in the Veterans Parkway
Corridor. No development permit, land use permit,bailding permit shall be issued unless the
proposed development, land use, building, or atreds in compliance with this ordinance.

Introduced at a regular meeting of the Council olughbus, Georgia held on the

day of , 2009; introduced a second time at a regular mgeti said
Council held on the day of , 2009 and adopted at said meeting by
the affirmative vote of _ members of said Council.

Councilor Allen voting

Councilor Anthony voting

Councilor Baker voting

Councilor Barnes voting

Councilor Davis voting

Councilor Henderson voting

Councilor Hunter voting

Councilor McDaniel voting

Councilor Pugh voting

Councilor Woodson voting

Tiny B. Washington Jim Wetherington

Clerk of Council Mayor
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