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► Chapter 3: Issues and Opportunities  
The Issues and Opportunities for the Columbus Consolidated Government‟s 
Community Agenda are presented on the following pages for each of the 
goals that support the City‟s Vision and Mission Statement.  These issues and 
opportunities are built upon the issues and opportunities originally identified 
in the Community Assessment and refined based upon guidance from City 
and consultant staff, elected officials and community leaders, and input from 
the Citizens Stakeholder Committee and Technical Review Committees. 

Community Goals 
A. Community Revitalization  
B. Quality Community 

Infrastructure  
C. Balanced Transportation 
D. Preserving and Enhancing the 

Natural Environment 
E. Managing Impacts of Growth 
F. Regional Coordination and Local 

Partnerships 
 

Key Values 

 Conservation of Natural 
Resources 

 Citywide Unity 

 Heritage Preservation  

 Multi-Modal Mobility 

 Regional Vision 

 Trust and Confidence in Local 
Government 

  

 

 

This list of Issues and Opportunities, together with the Vision Statement and 
Community Goals, form the backbone of the Community Agenda for the 
Comprehensive Plan. 

Community Vision  

The City of Columbus will continue to 

be a unified city in which all work 

together to achieve common goals and 

in which individuality and diversity are 

embraced and respected.  It will be a 

regional center of commerce and 

culture; a city in which the commitment 

to growth and economic development is 

matched by the commitment to the 

highest quality of life for all citizens. 

Mission  

The City of Columbus will foster 

leadership, stewardship, and act with 

openness, respect, integrity, 

accountability, and equality.  We will 

develop and ensure the highest possible 

quality of life for our citizens with a safe 

and healthy environment.  We will 

provide an efficient and effective 

government with responsive services 

and community partnerships.  
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A.  Community Revitalization 

Opportunities 

A-1) New Growth is Coming.  There is a large amount of new 
growth coming to Columbus because of Fort Benning‟s 
increased troop strength, expansion of Aflac, and the new Kia 
plant. This provides a potentially stronger set of market forces 
that could spur revitalization. 

A-2) Changing Demographics.  Changing demographics for the 
next 20 years will lead to an increase in small households 
comprised of young singles and couples as well as older “empty 
nesters” who are more likely to prefer in-town housing to houses 
on larger lots in the outlying areas of the city or the countryside.  
Diverting a large share of this growth to in-town areas will 
stimulate revitalization and potentially reduce the City‟s cost of 
infrastructure and community services for that growth. 

A-3) Developable Land in In-Town Neighborhoods.  There is an 
abundance of opportunity to redevelop in-town neighborhoods 
in Columbus and strong community support for revitalization. 

A-4) Preservation of Existing Housing Stock.  Much of the older 
housing stock in the city‟s in-town neighborhoods is sound and 
offers neighborhood qualities that are not found in many 
contemporary subdivisions. In-town revitalization should 
provide the impetus for the City to strengthen and extend its 
efforts to encourage owners to preserve and refurbish these 
older homes and improve the quality of in-town neighborhoods. 

A-5) Mixed-Use Development Opportunities.  Columbus has 
already begun the process of building loft housing and mixed-use 
development in a number of industrial buildings and warehouses 
that had been left empty. The adaptive reuse of these structures 
provides excellent opportunities for additional residential, 
commercial and civic space near in-town neighborhoods. 

A-6) Benefits of Revitalization for Historic Resources. 
Revitalization can respect historic qualities of existing homes and 
provide financial impetus to reuse and refurbish historic 
properties.  Columbus can leverage its numerous historic 
resources and structures to encourage revitalization in older areas 
of the city. 

 

 

Available land within in-town 
neighborhoods can be 
redeveloped.   
 

 

 

Revitalizing older areas of the 
city can be accomplished while 
respecting historic resources.   
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A-7) Public Perceptions and Marketing.  Public perceptions are 
important in strengthening the market for in-town neighborhoods 
that are undergoing revitalization. The City and in-town 
neighborhood organizations should publicize stories of 
successful revitalization partnerships as a way to improve the 
public perceptions concerning these parts of the city.     

Issues 

A-8) Effects of Continuing the Current Growth Trends.  Current 
growth trends suggest that much of the new growth in 
Columbus will likely occur in Northwest Columbus, the 
Panhandle and other outlying areas of the city.  This would 
leave little market demand to accomplish revitalization of in-
town neighborhoods that seek revitalization. 

A-9) Gentrification.  Physical redevelopment of in-town areas could 
result in “place prosperity” but not “people prosperity.”  If 
gentrification raises the cost of living in-town it may push out 
current residents and disrupt the social bonds in existing 
neighborhoods. This could lead to unwanted tension between 
newcomers and existing community residents and cause 
housing to become overcrowded in other places. 

A-10) Barriers to Redevelopment. There are many barriers to 
redevelopment, including land assembly of small, 
nonconforming lots, the higher cost of land, presence of 
brownfields, high cost of upgrading aging infrastructure in the 
in-town neighborhoods, and outdated codes and ordinances 
that favor new greenfield suburban development.   

A-11) Quality of Housing Developments.  Some of the new 
housing developments being constructed in Columbus lack the 
characteristics and amenities that make them good 
neighborhoods – inter-connected street patterns, sidewalks, 
landscaping, green space and compatible architectural design, 
and pedestrian access to retail and community services. 

A-12) Mismatch between Housing and Jobs.  There is a mismatch 
between the types of jobs available near in-town Columbus 
neighborhoods and the housing that is available there.  This 
results in a lack of accessible employment for in-town residents 
and a lack of accessible housing for people who work in the 
central business district. 

 

Current growth trends suggest 
that new development will occur 
in Northwest Columbus and the 
Panhandle.   
 

Barriers to redevelopment 
include land assembly of small or 
nonconforming lots, as well as 
the presence of brownfields.   
 

New housing within in-town 
neighborhoods will require higher 
densities to achieve financial 
feasibility.   
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A-13) Lack of Resources to Fund Needed Revitalization Efforts.  
Revitalization efforts will require a steady supply of funding to 
improve the quality of in-town facilities and support 
public/private partnerships. There has been a reduction in state 
and federal funding, so new efforts are needed to seek additional 
sources of funds and target resources to achieve revitalization of 
in-town neighborhoods in Columbus.  

A-14) Density Requirements for New Housing.  In order for it to 
be financially feasible to build new housing within in-town 
neighborhoods, densities of new housing will need to be greater 
than the density of existing neighborhoods. 

A-15) Aesthetics/ Streetscape Improvements and Overlay 
Districts.  Streetscape improvements would improve the 
appearance, walkability and safety of redevelopment areas.   
Such improvements are already underway in certain areas of the 
city.  For example, placing utilities underground on Wynnton 
Road creates a more welcoming environment for investors, 
pedestrians, tourists, and others.   

   

B.  Quality Community Infrastructure 

Opportunities 

B-1) Growth of Fort Benning Provides an Impetus for Public 
Investment.  After a number of years of slow or no growth, it 
is well known that the additional troop strength at Fort Benning 
will require improving the city‟s infrastructure and community 
facilities to support related growth. This helps the City to justify 
additional requests for infrastructure funding, perhaps by 
partnering with Fort Benning and seeking additional federal 
assistance. 

B-2) Columbus has the Opportunity to Use Infrastructure to 
Direct Growth.  Residents of Columbus value existing 
neighborhoods.  The City should intentionally locate public 
facilities in these areas to ensure that these facilities contribute 
to achieving the community‟s desired development patterns and 
ensure the viability of in-town neighborhoods.   

B-3) Columbus Could Employ Performance-Based Land 
Development Controls. While seeking funding for better 
community infrastructure, the City also has the opportunity to 
update its land development permitting system to take better 
advantage of available infrastructure capacity. A performance-
based land development system could use land-use change to 
improve the utilization of existing infrastructure.  Please see 
Appendix C for more information on this topic. 

 

 

 

Streetscape improvements can 
make redevelopment areas more 
inviting to investors, pedestrians, 
and tourists.   
 

 

 

Columbus Water Works has 
excess capacity to support 
growth.   
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B-4) The City of Columbus has a Strong and Viable Water 
Utility. The Columbus Water Works is well-run and has excess 
capacity that can be used to support growth at Fort Benning and 
throughout the city.  It could also be expanded to serve water 
supply needs of adjacent jurisdictions. 

Issues 

B-5) Aging Infrastructure.  The City has deferred maintenance on 
much of its infrastructure.  Aging infrastructure needs to be 
updated and repaired to address existing deficiencies and 
provide capacity for growth.  Higher densities will place greater 
strain on existing infrastructure. 

B-6) Rising Cost of Facility Operations and Maintenance Cost.  
The cost of maintaining infrastructure continues to rise.  New 
infrastructure and facilities will be built to serve population and 
job growth. This increases the total stock of public facilities.  In 
addition to current facilities, new facilities will also need to be 
staffed, operated, and maintained over time.  In the future, 
additional revenues will be needed to pay for construction of 
new public facilities and provide for their long-term operation 
and maintenance.  

B-7) Mismatch between Public/Private Facilities and 
Neighborhoods. Most of the new parks and other public 
facilities are too far away to be convenient to in-town 
neighborhoods.  There is a lack of parks and community centers 
located near these in-town neighborhoods.  In addition, a lack of 
public transportation to areas where the new parks are located 
makes parks more difficult to access by people who live in-town.  

B-8) Mismatch between New Schools and Revitalization 
Desires.  While the Muscogee County School District is 
building new schools in outlying areas, many in-town schools are 
underutilized.  The new schools will provide a greater impetus 
for people to move to outlying areas of Columbus, increasing 
problems with sprawl and raising the long-run cost of the City to 
provide infrastructure and services. 

B-9) Security and Public Safety Are Barriers to Redevelopment 
and Infill.  Safety is a concern for residents in some areas of 
Columbus.  Additional public safety efforts will be needed to 
maintain public safety in these areas.  Also, designing sites and 
buildings using the principles of Crime Prevention Through 
Environmental Design (CPTED) would improve security over 
time.   

 

The cost of maintaining existing 
infrastructure continues to rise, 
while new facilities need to be 
constructed to serve population 
growth.   
 

New schools are under 
construction in the suburbs, 
while many in-town schools are 
underutilized.   
 

The public desires more parks 
and recreational facilities.   
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B-10) Limited Police Force.   In comparison to other cities of its 
size, Columbus‟s police force is under-manned. Community 
members are concerned that the police department is 
inadequate.  Greater police presence is desired.   

B-11) New Community Facilities Must be More Sensitive to 
Existing Neighborhoods.  The current system of locating 
and funding new community facilities and infrastructure in 
suburban areas overlooks the alternative of improving existing 
community facilities where more people would be served. The 
needs of existing residents should be considered as strongly as 
the needs of newcomers. 

B-12) Recreational Facilities and Parks Improvement.   
Community members voiced a strong need for parks and 
recreational facilities.  Improvements and new additions should 
consider the recreational needs of a changing population – 
including young singles and couples as well as “empty-nesters.” 

C.  Balanced Transportation 

Opportunities 

C-1) Better Land Use-Transportation Coordination. A new 
Land Use Plan and the addition of new growth and 
revitalization of existing neighborhoods, corridors, and 
community centers provide opportunities to re-shape land use 
and development patterns to be supportive of alternative 
modes and more efficient transportation services. 

C-2) Rising Gasoline Prices and Community Awareness of the 
Need for More Sustainable Energy Practices.  The public 
has become keenly aware of the importance of energy 
efficiency because of high gasoline prices and public education 
regarding the impacts of global climate change. This creates the 
opportunity to re-design transportation systems to favor more 
energy-efficient alternatives such as public transportation, 
bicycling, and walking. 

C-3) Multi-Modal Transportation Facilities.  The 
implementation of the proposed rails-to-trails project and 
additional walking and biking trails has the ability to improve 
multi-modal connectivity throughout Columbus as well as 
facilitate revitalization efforts and increase recreational 
opportunities. 

 

 

 

Existing rail freight yard facilities 
should be modernized and 
relocated.     
 

 

 

 

The fragmented and incomplete 
pedestrian network creates 
safety concerns, especially for 
school-aged children and transit 
users.   
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C-4) Re-Alignment of Rail Freight Yard Operations.  The 
current rail yard west of the Central Business District is 
outdated and needs to be replaced with a modern facility. 
Relocating this rail yard could provide several opportunities, 
including improving the efficiency of freight handling, 
eliminating some at-grade street crossings, and freeing valuable 
in-town real estate for better uses. 

Issues 

C-5) Incomplete Pedestrian Network.  Columbus currently has a 
fragmented and incomplete pedestrian network.  Incomplete 
connections exist between neighborhoods and schools and 
residences and bus stops.  Many sidewalks are dangerous 
because they are located close to busy thoroughfares, and many 
of these are at the same grade as adjacent roads.  These 
conditions limit sidewalk use and pose mobility and safety 
concerns, particularly for school-aged children and those that 
rely on transit and walking for daily activities.   

C-6) Limited Transit Service.  A well functioning transit system is 
a core element to ensuring that Columbus is a full service city. 
The current METRA system has insufficient routes and hours 
of operation to meet the needs of those citizens that depend on 
these services.  Better transit coordination is also required 
between Fort Benning and Columbus.  

C-7) Increasing Congestion.   Minimizing congestion was 
identified as the number one transportation priority from the 
community involvement program.   Congestion will likely 
increase as the local economy and population experience 
growth. 

C-8) Balance between New and Existing Road Infrastructure.  
Growth beyond the central portion of the city has created a 
mismatch between land use and transportation.  If greater focus 
is placed on revitalization, the City will need to balance the 
maintenance and improvement of existing roads with the 
development of new roads. 

C-9) Traffic Signalization.  There are multiple outdated and 
isolated traffic signal systems throughout Columbus.  These 
systems do not currently communicate with a central Traffic 
Control Center (TCC); however, the City has secured funding 
to develop one.  An Intelligent Transportation System (ITS) 
also needs to be established.  It should include an upgrade of 
outdated signal control equipment and communications to the 
future TCC. 

C-10) Roadway and Rail Grade Separation.  More roadway and rail 
grade separations are needed. Currently Columbus has 188 
public at-grade railroad crossings (Federal Railroad Administration). 

More roadway and rail grade 
separations are needed to 
increase safety and reduce 
congestion.     
 

The construction of new roads 
should be balanced with the 
maintenance and improvement 
of existing roads.   
 

The Chattahoochee River is an 
important resource.   
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C-11) Fort Benning Related Traffic.  Develop plans to 
accommodate new traffic derived from the BRAC (BRAC 
DEIS 2005).  These plans should consider and include public 
transit routes and hours of operation in and out of the base. 

C-12) Lack of Available Transportation Funding.  Limited 
funding has slowed down the pace of constructing needed 
transportation improvements. Rising construction costs and a 
reduction in available federal transportation funding has 
resulted in a funding shortfall.  

 

D.  Preserving and Enhancing the Natural 

Environment 

Opportunities 

D-1) The Chattahoochee River is the Mainstream of 
Ecological Health for the Region. The City of Columbus 
has approximately 21.5 miles of frontage along one of the 
most beautiful and most threatened urban rivers in the 
United States.  The Riverwalk has made this a popular and 
attractive resource for the entire community, but additional 
opportunities exist to connect more of the community to a 
„riverside experience‟ through expansion of greenways and 
trails into a city-wide system that links adjacent 
neighborhoods, parks and schools to this resource. 

D-2) Expand Scope of Environmental Management and 
Environmental Education.  The City could expand its 
environmental management and education role.  To do this, 
potential actions should include making greater use of 
resources, such as Oxbow Meadows; developing creative 
publicity that would improve the connection between 
environmental activities and other city service areas; and 
amending the Unified Development Ordinance to encourage 
greater „green‟ development patterns and initiatives.  These 
activities have the potential to positively affect other city 
service areas related to public service, education, tourism, and 
economic development.   

D-3) Protecting a Green Corridor along I-185.  The I-185 
Corridor provides the visual and aesthetic gateway to visitors 
and residents alike.  Protecting a wide corridor of greenspace 
along I-185 would make a public statement about the „green‟ 
image of the city. 

 

Oxbow Meadows creates an 
opportunity to further 
environmental management, as 
well as public education.    
  

Greenspace should be 
preserved as new development 
occurs in rural areas.   
 
 
 

Protecting mature trees within 
the city helps to create attractive 
and healthy communities.   
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D-4) Greenspace Preservation.  As new development occurs in 
greenfields such as in the Panhandle and Northwest Columbus, 
the City has the opportunity to use development incentives to 
permanently preserve greenspace within the new developments. 
Conservation subdivision design that secures greenspace 
easements would preserve at least 20 percent of the land that is 
subdivided. A combined policy of conservation subdivisions, 
in-town revitalization and emphasizing the conversion and 
reuse of greyfields and brownfields instead of greenfield 
development could save over 3,000 acres of greenspace in the 
next 20 years.1   

D-5) Partnerships with Fort Benning. Federal attention has been 
focused on the relationship between the health of the Fort and 
the health of the community. There is the potential that this 
attention can lead to resources that can be used to preserve 
greenspace around the base for the mutual benefit of the city 
and the military mission of the base. 

Issues 
D-6) Protecting the City’s Tree Canopy.  Mature trees are always 

at risk as a community clears land to build new housing and 
businesses. Preserving mature trees and their related habitat is 
an important part in maintaining a healthy, functioning 
ecosystem. Mature trees also provide an attractive, healthy, and 
valuable amenity to surrounding neighborhoods and 
communities.  

D-7) Monitoring and Protecting Water Quality as the City 
Grows. Columbus will need to step up its efforts to monitor 
and protect its clean water in the Chattahoochee River and 
other significant water bodies as new growth takes place. Five 
of the city‟s significant rivers and streams, along with Lake 
Oliver, have been identified as not fully supporting the water 
quality standards mandated by the Clean Water Act. It is 
important to buffer these critical water bodies and protect them 
from pollution from urban runoff. 

D-8) Protecting Steep Slopes and Fragile Soils. Columbus has 
4,000 acres with slopes 25 percent or greater and 3,000 acres 
with slopes that range from 15 percent to 25 percent.2  There 
are also Southern Piedmont Upland Soils with shallow bedrock 
associated with these areas, making them more vulnerable to 
erosion and runoff as well as more difficult and costly land on 
which to build. 

                                                
1 Numbers are based on analysis performed by JJG in Technical Memo dated June 24,  

2008. 
2Numbers are based on environmental analysis completed by JJG in 2007.  Please see  
Section 5.4 of the Community Assessment for more information. 

The future mission of Fort 
Benning will include large 
weaponry training which will 
create off-base noise impacts.    
 

 

  

Growth leads to increased 
municipal revenues and jobs.   
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D-9) Noise Impacts of Fort Benning’s Future Missions.  The 
future mission of Fort Benning will include training with 
large weaponry, which will have significant noise impacts off 
the base. The City and the Fort will need to develop land-use 
mitigation strategies for these areas. 

E.  Managing Impacts of Growth  

Opportunities 

E-1) Growth Increases Tax Base and Municipal Revenues. 
Growth in population and jobs will inevitably lead to new 
private investment and reinvestment that will increase the tax 
base. This creates a growing source of revenues for the City 
that can be tapped for city services and facilities. These 
revenues would largely be expected to go toward providing 
facilities and services to satisfy demands resulting from new 
development. 

E-2) Garnering Public Trust in New Funding Mechanisms.  
Columbus will have to find new sources of revenues to pay 
for increasing public facility needs.  Although this is an issue, 
it also provides an opportunity to develop a solid process for 
funding, budgeting, and managing capital projects through a 
more sophisticated Capital Improvements Program. There is 
also an opportunity to develop new innovative revenue 
sources that are more efficient and more sustainable.  Doing 
so would provide an opportunity to restore public trust that 
has been harmed by public perceptions that previous capital 
projects did not fully meet public expectations. 

E-3) Columbus Champions.   Community survey results, 
stakeholder interviews, public meeting input, and failure of 
recent referendums in the city highlight the existence of 
public distrust of the Columbus government and its 
decisions.   A citizen led task force, “Columbus Champions,” 
charged with helping implement the Comprehensive Plan 
could help minimize public opposition to the implementation 
of policies, strategies, and projects laid out in the 
Comprehensive Plan.  This initiative could potentially be 
coordinated with other existing, citizen-led growth 
management groups. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Developing public trust will be 
required to carry out new capital 
projects to improve and develop 
public facilities.   
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Issues 

E-4) Increasing Number of School Children.  An increasing 
number of school children will enter the Muscogee County 
School System as BRAC occurs.  The City has already initiated 
several coordination efforts, including the Regional Growth 
Management Plan, to address this issue in partnership other 
area governments and public and private agencies.  Despite 
these efforts, the lack of local, state, and federal resources will 
continue to limit these initiatives.  

E-5) Low-Density Residential Zoning.  Much of the land in 
Columbus that is set-aside for residential purposes is zoned for 
low-density housing (please see the Future Land Use Plan, 
Chapter 2.3).  Low-density residential development tends to 
have higher municipal service costs per housing unit than the 
same quality of development at higher density, when it is 
properly planned along with jobs, retail services, infrastructure, 
and services. Density of residential land use will inevitably rise 
with growth. However, there is a need to plan the location of 
more dense development along with the necessary services and 
amenities so that it can be successfully integrated with existing 
neighborhoods and help reduce the cost of public services over 
the next five to ten years. 

E-6) Garnering Public Trust in Capital Project Delivery.  
Growth will almost certainly require the Columbus 
Consolidated Government to carry out new capital projects. 
The City will have to find sources of revenues to pay for 
increasing public facility needs.  In the recent past, there has 
been public perception that some capital projects have not fully 
met public expectations.  This has led to a problem with public 
trust that must be overcome. 

E-7) Potential Impacts of Raising City Revenues.  Increasing 
City revenues to pay for services may require identifying new 
funding streams.  Should Columbus decide to increase taxes or 
approve new funding streams, some businesses and individuals 
and families may choose to “vote with their feet.”  They may 
leave Columbus to live in neighboring communities where 
costs are lower (an existing trend that could become more 
pronounced).   

E-8) Inadequate Revenues.  Given its current revenue structure, 
the City has difficulty addressing the public‟s desire to increase 
current levels of service. The City is likely to have difficulty 
meeting future operating needs resulting from new 
development, even at current levels of service. In addition, the 
City does not have dedicated funding for growth-related 
infrastructure improvements. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Low-density residential zoning 
can lead to higher municipal 
service costs.   
 

 
 
 
 

 
The City will need to dedicate 
funding for growth-related 
infrastructure to meet an 
increasing demand for services.      
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E-9) Level of Service.  The City must consider its current level of 
services, whether they are adequate or need improvement.  
As people from other regions of the country relocate to 
Columbus, they will likely demand the same level of services 
they received in their previous communities without 
supporting major changes to taxes.  Increasing levels of 
service could be very costly. CCG needs a long-term strategy 
to review and amend these important service thresholds and 
to resolve this issue.    

 

F.  Regional Coordination and Local 

Partnerships 

Opportunities 

F-1) Preparation for Fort Benning Growth.  Fort Benning, 
Columbus, and other regional partners should continue to 
work together to ensure that all affected parties are prepared 
for base growth. 

F-2) Chattahoochee Valley Schools Project and Funding for 
Regional Education.  The Muscogee County School 
District leads the Chattahoochee Valley Schools Project, a 
group of seven regional school districts seeking “absolute 
funding” from the Department of Education due to an 
expected surge in school children due to BRAC.   

F-3) Regional Water Planning and Water Services.   Several 
provisions of the Draft State Water Plan support the 
expansion of regional water providers in west Georgia. 
Technological advances have made the regional provision of 
water more efficient than a series of smaller systems.  This 
suggests that the Columbus Water Works, which has 
developed a strong reputation in water and sewer treatment, 
collection, and distribution, has the opportunity to offer to 
implement these plans by serving as a regional water 
provider.  While this is an opportunity, Columbus Water 
Works must be cognizant of the potential impacts of 
expanding service too rapidly, which could contribute to 
sprawl in neighboring jurisdictions – this would conflict with 
the City‟s revitalization priorities. 

F-4) Job Opportunities.   Retaining the city‟s existing jobs, as 
well as attracting new and higher quality jobs, must be a top 
priority for Columbus.  Because Columbus is a regional job 
center, it is important that key economic development 
strategies are coordinated at a regional level by such agencies 
as the Valley Partnership and the Columbus Chamber of 
Commerce. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Columbus Water Works should 
take a leading role in regional 
water planning and provision.    
 
 

Retaining and expanding job 
opportunities are key to 
maintaining economic growth. 
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F-5) Increasing Tourism. Columbus has a strong base of tourist 
sites, including its historic central business district and 
neighborhoods, the Riverwalk, and several other cultural 
attractions. Growth of the region and expansion of Columbus 
State University, Kia, Fort Benning and the new Infantry 
Museum will also bring opportunities to grow the tourism 
industry in Columbus.  

Issues 

F-6) Coordination between Muscogee County School District 
and Land Use Planning.  The population increase from 
BRAC is expected to dramatically increase enrollment in the 
Muscogee County Schools System (an estimated increase of 
7,000 new students).  The school system will soon update its 
enrollment projections and facilities plans to account for 
anticipated growth.  The Muscogee County School District is 
currently planning to build several new schools and facilities in 
undeveloped regions of the city.  These plans contrast with 
revitalization and reinvestment priorities voiced by the public.  
Should city development patterns reflect these revitalization 
preferences, there could be a significant mismatch between 
school location and the location of school children. 

F-7) Divergent Land Use Approaches.  By placing greater 
emphasis on revitalization over greenfield development, 
Columbus has the potential to depart from existing land use 
trends in the region.  Changing its land use policies from 
neighboring jurisdictions will likely have an impact on private 
development decisions and residence choices of new 
community members. 

F-8) Loss of Young Professionals.  Columbus is losing a large 
percentage of its young professionals.  Migration trends 
indicate that a significant percentage of this population is 
moving to other major metropolitan areas, such as Atlanta.  
Local educational institutes have pinpointed that a lack of 
available professional jobs upon graduation is leading factor in 
this “brain drain.”  Retention of a greater percentage of this 
group will prove critical for the long-term economic health of 
Columbus and surrounding jurisdictions. 

F-9) Air and Water Quality.  Air and water quality is critical to the 
region‟s sustainability.  Columbus should continue to work with 
other local governments in the region to minimize negative 
impacts on both the Chattahoochee River and regional air 
quality through appropriate development regulations and smart 
land use decisions. 

Columbus should leverage its 
cultural and natural resources to 
continue to develop the city’s 
tourism industry.   
 
 

The Muscogee County School 
District’s plans for school 
development may be in conflict 
with future development plans for 
revitalization of existing 
neighborhoods.   
 
 
 

Expanding job opportunities is 
important to retaining the 
population of young 
professionals.   
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